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XII. Does not the pause before our conscious-
ness, as we watch it live, think, feel, enjoy, suffer,
increase the intensity or the range of our existence?

To lovers of life who complain of its brief dura-
tion, this contemplation affords an attractive means
of soothing their regret. Our purely external life,
too much absorbed in the worship of money, might
perhaps find its balance in this mental pilgrimage.
The soul and the mind would soften all the acerbity
of the outward life, directed and inspired by de-
sires and instincts for which we often blush and
yet always endure.

We pass close by the wealth scattered within
and around us by the primeval force of things.
We have more riches within our souls than outside
of our personalities. Everything depends on our
desire to use this wealth. But, in many respects,
we resemble the gold-seeker, who abandons the
best veins to engage in a search for diamonds that
are not to be found. The mission of education
and of people of intelligence would be to check
the unfortunate man in his foolish enterprise.
We should point out to him the unappreciated
treasures lying at his feet. Above all, we ought
to open the eyes of those who, while closing them,
weep because unable to see anything before and
around them.